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Inside SPAIN 
Bilbao, Barcelona, Madrid 

 

Inside Spain, Business and International Relations is conceived as a three-week course*, 
organized by three of the most prestigious private universities in Spain: Deusto, Ramon Llull 
University and Universidad Pontificia Comillas. This course will take place in Bilbao, Barcelona 
and Madrid and responds to the goal of working with other universities in the United States, and 
to strengthening ties between the European and the American civil societies. 

“Inside Spain” will provide students with an unforgettable experience and a privileged overview 
of the everyday economic life in Bilbao, Barcelona and Madrid. It will facilitate a good 
understanding of Spain’s multi-culturalism and the diversity of its people and autonomous 
regions. 

From these universities with a tradition of openness and excellence in education, the course will 
familiarize students with the fundamental pillars of the Spanish economy, businesses, 
entrepreneurial activity, banking and its foreign trade. 

From a business and banking perspective, “Inside Spain” will give students a chance to 
understand the functioning of domestic and foreign banks with offices in Bilbao, Barcelona and 
Madrid, Spanish firms, the Chambers of Commerce, the Stock Exchange and the Foreign Trade 
Institute. During the seminars and lectures, students will participate in discussions and debates 
dealing with public opinion in Europe on current domestic and international affairs. 

Another goal of this program is to allow students to network with other students and 
professionals with similar interests and careers. To facilitate this during “Inside Spain”, these 
universities will organize a series of meetings between participants and young professionals 
from Bilbao, Barcelona and Madrid.  These professionals are English-speaking employees of 
Spanish and international organizations, businessmen and women, entrepreneurs and investors 
from different firms, professionals working in government, public and private institutions. 

The scheduled presentations will offer students first-hand information on the work experiences 
of lecturers, their background and areas of expertise as well as their opinions on topics under 
discussion. 

In addition, during the course, several cultural visits will be made to the most representative 
institutions in Bilbao, Barcelona and Madrid for the purpose of gaining insightful knowledge of 
the richness of Spanish culture. 
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First week in Bilbao.   

 

During this first week students will attend lectures about, among others, Spanish Financial 
System, Basque economy and its focus on advanced manufacturing or the need of a  shared 
vision built and deployed trough public – private partnership. 

Additionally, students will know first-hand business practices trough visits to different successful 
companies as Iberdrola, Gaiker (Technological Center), Vicinay  Cadenas (world leader in the 
manufacture of mooring lines for the offshore industry), Basque industrial Clusters and other 
institutions. 

The visit will finish with a visit to the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, or a similar cultural 
institution.  

 

 

Second week in Barcelona.   

 

Catalonia is one of the most rich and developed European regions. In fact, Catalonia, Lombardy 
(Italy), Rhône-Alpes (France) and Baden-Württemberg (Germany) are known as the “Four 
Motors for Europe”. 

While in Barcelona, capital of Catalonia, and second-largest town in Spain, the students will have 
the opportunity to visit several public and private, for or not-for-profit companies and 
organizations, belonging to different industries, and learn the way they compete. 

As an example, the students would visit organizations like the Barcelona Football Club, with 
millions of supporters and followers all around the world; La Caixa Foundation, one of the largest 
European financial institution; a pharmaceutical company belonging to one of the strongest 
cluster in Europe; Freixenet, the worldwide export champion of sparkling wine; or a local NGO 
committed with vulnerable people in town. In all cases, the goal is to let the students understand 
how those Barcelona based organizations successfully compete in a globalized world. 

The Barcelona port is one of the most important of the world as regards cruises, and the town 
is a significant world player in the Tourism business, and the students will have the opportunity 
to learn which the critical factors of this industry are. 

Catalonia is also a very strong cultural destination with many archaeological sites, museum and 
art foundations, and the students will have the possibility to visit interesting places like the 
Picasso Museum, or the Joan Miró and the Salvador Dalì Foundations, among others. And, of 
course, pay a visit to many of the Gaudí masterpieces, like, for example, the Sagrada Familia 
(Holy Family) church or the Güell Park. Students could learn how to handle business like these. 

   

  



 

3 
 

Third week in Madrid. 

 

Visits will be made to different public and private institutions related to the Spanish Economic 
Environment: 

Bank of Spain, Santander Bank, El Corte Inglés, Grupo INDITEX / Zara, Tuenti, Alsa, Idealista, 
Gamesa, Indra, the Madrid Stock Market, the ICEX (Institute for Spanish Foreign Trade), the 
CEOE (Spanish Confederation of Corporate Organizations), CEPYME (Spanish Confederation of 
Small and Medium Companies), Entrepreneurs Organizations, as well as other places of interest 
will be visited. The students will learn first-hand about the functioning of the banking system, 
entrepreneurship in Spain, Small and Medium Enterprises and different leading companies in 
other sectors such as Technology Information, Distribution, etc. 

Throughout this week, the students will be given, among other activities, a general view on 
Spanish-US commercial relations.  For this purpose, they will pay a visit to the Embassy of the 
United States of America in Spain and will participate in a round table at the Universidad 
Pontificia Comillas. 

  

* There exists an option for an intensive fourth week, in which students take courses on Spanish 
Language and Culture before the beginning of the three-week program. 

 

 

 

 

 


